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NUISANCE & PREVENTIVE MEASURES
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Some monkeys are attracted to residential
areas by outdoor, abandoned or provisioned
food, causing nuisance and even resulting in
traffic accidents. To mitigate the nuisance
caused by monkeys, the following measures
can be taken:

Do not feed any wild or stray animals;

Manage outdoor rubbish waste properly
or use monkey proof rubbish bins;

If fruit trees are planted near residential
areas, harvest ripened fruits as soon as
possible.
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WHAT SHOULD | DO WHEN | SEE A MONKEY?
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Do not feed the monkeys.
Nature can meet their needs
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Do not eat when there are monkeys around

Generally, monkeys would not harass you
if you do not offer food to them.

Please remain calm when there are
monkeys nearby and take the
following advice:
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Avoid carrying plastic bags. Hide all plastic
bags away in a cloth bag or backpack
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Do not stare at the monkeys as staring
would provoke them
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Do not throw any food or objects
at the monkeys
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Do not approach the monkeys,
especially the babies.
Keep a distance from them
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Do not make any loud noise.
Noise would make the monkeys nervous
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If you come into contact with monkeys
(or any wild animals) or their excreta,
please wash your hand thoroughly with
soap and water immediately

If members of the
public are disturbed by
monkeys, they can call 1823 to notify

AFCD for follow up. In case of emergency,
they should immediately call 999 for police
assistance. In the event of being bitten or scratched
by a monkey, the wound should be promptly cleaned,

and immediate medical attention should be sought.
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The total population of monkeys in Hong
Kong is around 2,000, they were distributed
in 30 social troops. The existing species are
mainly Rhesus Macaque (Macaca mulatta)
and the hybrids of Rhesus and Long-tailed
Macaque (M. fascicularis). They are mainly
found in Kam Shan, Lion Rock and Shing
Mun Country Parks.

Monkeys have adapted to different types of
habitats, such as forests, grasslands, and
even urban areas. Although monkeys are
good climbers and swimmers, they spend a
lot of time on the ground. They mostly feed
on plant materials like leaves, fruits,
flowers, roots, shoots and barks, but
occasionally feed on insects.
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FEEDING OF MONKEYS LEADS TO PROBLEMS
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Over the years, the local monkey
population of monkeys in Hong Kong has
experienced a rapid increased owing to
heavy human feeding. Through frequent
contact with humans, some monkeys have
lost their nature fear to humans. As feeders
often carry food in plastic bags, the
monkeys have learned to snatch bags from
visitors In an‘attempt to obtain food. As a
result, some monkeys have become
habituated to relying on human food
sources, causing nuisance to the public.

According to the Wild Animals Protection
Ordinance (Cap. 170), no person-shall,
except in accordance with a special permit,
hunt or wilfully disturb, sell, export, have in
his possession or under his control of any
protected wild animals (including monkeys).
Upon conviction, the maximum penalty is a
fine of HK$100,000 and to imprisonment
for one year.
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Any person contravening the feeding restriction will be
liable to a maximum penalty of HK$100,000 and imprison-
ment for 1 year upon conviction.
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MONKEY CONTRACEPTIVE/STERILISATION PROGRAMME
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Since 2007, AFCD has engaged a contractor to
perform contraceptive or sterilization
treatments on the monkey populations in Kam
Shan, Lion Rock, and Shing Mun Country
Parks, while also monitoring changes ir their
numbers to control the monkey population in
the long run. The-Contractor uses trapping
cages to capture the monkeys, which are then
examined by veterinarians. Upon confirmation
of suitability, the monkeys undergo endoscopic
sterilisation procedures before being released
back into the wild on the same day. According
to the population surveys, the birth rates of the
monkey populations in these country parks
have declined notably, from around 60% in
2009 to approximately 30% in recent years.




